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RGN PM visits India, HUROB Appeals New Delhi

Vaccination

The AMDA-Nepa has launched
vaccination against the Japanese en-
cephalitis in al seven camps from
July 23 taking at least a week. The
organization had aimed to vaccinate
over 35,000 children aged between
1-15 yearsin the camps. The initia
tive was taken after the report of the
World Health Organization saying
children of this group are prone tg
the disease. TBR/Yadhap Neopaney

King Signs Constitution

At a specia function organized in
Tashichodzong on July 18, King Jigme
Khesar Namgyal Wangchuk signed the
constitution of the ‘Kingdom of Bhutan’.
On the occasion, former king Jigme
Singye Wangchuk, other royal family
members and constitution drafting com-
mittee members were present.

The signing ceremony was orga-
nized soon after the prime minister,
the executive chief of the country,
returned from his foreign visit. The
government had declared the as na-
tional constitution day and an-
nounced public holiday. Earlier, the
constitution was planned to be signed
on June 2 but on the request of theking,
thesigning ceremony was delayed. BNS

New Theater

A new film hall in Thimphu, opened
on mid of July, is expected to ease the
film producersand viewerson Thimphu.
The 440-seat Trowa Theatre has been
opened for public at Changjij screening
of ‘Singye Galem,” a film by Yeshey
Tshering. Thehall is second in the capi-
tal city, Thimphu. BNS

The Bhutan Reporter

New Delhi, July 15

Prime Minister Jigmi Y. Thinley has
held meeting with India’s Power Minis-
ter Sushil Kumar Shinde and Tourism
Minister Ambika Soni on July 15to dis-
Ccuss issues related to the hydro power
and tourism sectors.

Earlier, Thinley met with Deputy
Chairman of the Indian Planning Com-
mission Montek Singh Ahluwalia.

Thinley also hold bilateral talkswith
India’s Prime Minister Dr Man Mohan
Singh, President Pratibha Patil, vice
president Hamid Ansari, government
coalition chairman Sonia Gandhi, oppo-
sition leader Lal KrishnaAdvani and se-
nior government officials.

Thinely’s 42-member delegation in-
cludes Foreign Affairs Minister Ugyen
Tshering, Economic Affairs Minister
Khandu Wangchuk and Finance Minis-
ter Wangdi Norbu.

Thinley had discussed developing Tala
Hydropower Project with Dr Singh. The
Tala power project, which was commis-
sioned on March 30, 2007, isexpected to
further boost the tapping of the estimated
30,000-megawatt of hydro-power re-
sources that Bhutan possesses. All the
power from the project will be sold to
India

Meanwhile, the Human Rights Orga-
nization of Bhutan (HUROB) had ap-
pealed the primeminister of IndiaDr Man
Mohan Singh to raise the issue of exiled
Bhutanese during thevisit of PrimeMin-
ister Jigmi Thinley.

“You arewell awarethat therearemore
than 110,000 exiled Bhutanese living in
Nepad in apathetic condition and longing
to go back to own land in Bhutan any
time if congenia situation prevails and
Bhutan government demonstrate good
will and political sincerity to resolvethe

Arrestee For Counterieiting
Nepalese Under TCR Tortured

Bhutan News Service

Kathmandu, July

Nepal police at Kakarvitta arrested
Nabin Poudel (name changed), 30, of
Beldangi-Il who wasinvolved in luring
Nepadi citizensfor third country resettle-
ment in Americatwo weeks back.

According to sources at the security,
five Nepali citizens from Pokhara and
Solukhumbu have filed a case against
Poudel for tugging 18, 00,000 Nepalese
currencies.

Poudel, who was shifted to Hanuman
Dhoka Kathmandu last week for further
investigation confirmed Bhutan News
Servicethat hehhastaken at least 3, 50,000
Nepalese currenciesfrom themin differ-
ent transactions within three months.
Poudel denied that the money wastrans-

BNS Reviews Working Structure

The Bhutan Reporter

Kathmandu, July 26

A meeting of the Central Working Com-
mittee (CWC) of Bhutan News Service
(BNS) held today at its central office in
Kathmandu has re-structured its central
working committee.

After the adoption of Bylaws (consti-
tution), the CWC meeting formed afour-
member Board of Directorsasthesupreme
body to govern the agency. Members of
the Board include |. P. Adhikari,
Vidhyapati Mishra, C. N. Timsina and
Buddha Mani Dhakal.

Earlier, Adhikari and Mishra were the
Chief Editor and Manger respectively.
Timsina, president of Bhutan PressUnion
and Dhakal, vice-president of TWMN —
Bhutan Chapter are new faces in the

agency.

The meeting formed a Team of Edi-
torsthat include T. P. Mishra, Ichha K.
Poudel and Tef Kumar Chouhan. Earlier
aso Mishra was holding the same portfo-
lio while Poudel and Chouhan served as
Assistant Editors. The CWC meeting aso
nominated Tej Kumar Chouhan as Trea-
surer of the agency.

Stressing on the need of further
commitment in safeguarding public’s
right to information with guarantee
of free press in Bhutan, the CWC
meeting also finalized to run addi-
tional websites for wider advocacy
of exiled Bhutanese issue.

The meeting decided to transform
www.apfanews.cominto freedom advo-
cacy site and use
www.bhutannewsservice.com as news
portal. Contd. Page- 4

ferred into hisaccount not for luring them
into resettlement process. “It was solely
collected for business purpose”, headded.

“The have claimed many times more
than the real transaction”, Poudel said,
adding that he had received heavy physi-
cal torture in the name of interrogation.

An ICRC certified victim of torturein
Bhutan, Paudel showing his ICRC-btn-
245 number urged for his safety in police
custody.

“l make humble appeal to ICRC and
UNHCR, through Bhutan News Service,
that | should not be inhumanly tortured”
hecried.

According to Paudel, hehad al so spent
fiveyearsrigorousjail termwhileinside
the country, before he moved to Nepal.
He has wife and two children.

SAARC Summit to
Kick-oil

A Bhutanese delegation led by Prime
Minister Jigmi Y. Thinley has|eft for Sri
Lanka today to attend the 15" SAARC
summit.

The summit scheduled from 2-3 Au-
gustin Colombo, Sri Lanka, will berep-
resented by PM-led delegation includ-
ing foreign minister and other senior gov-
ernment officials.

Meanwhile, the Human Rights Orga-
nization of Bhutan (HUROB) has ap-
pealed the Nepalese Prime Minister
Girija Prasad Koirala to raise exiled
Bhutanese issue with Bhutanese prime
minister during the 15th SAARC sum-
mit scheduled from 2-3 August in Co-
lombo, Sri Lanka. TBR

Contd. Page- 3

problem. And it is the opinion of every
exiled Bhutanese and the international
community that India is the one which
can play vita rolein resolving the prob-
lem amicably,” reads the appeal dis-
patched by HUROB prior to Jigmi’svisit
to India

Stating that the resettlement is not the
appropriate measure for permanent so-
lution of the crisis, HUROB writes, it
would remain issue of permanent inter-
national embarrassment to Bhutan and
India as it will be attributed partly to
Indiafor being slent and siding the Bhutan
regimeinitsethnic cleansing policy.

HUROB had cautioned Dr Singh of
increased violence among the young ex-
iled Bhutanese that could turn into an
armed rebellion against the Bhutanesere-
gime as they see no other options after
imploring peacefully to settle the prob-
lem for past 18 years.

Delegates in
Peoples’ SAARC

Bhutan News Service

Colombo (Srilanka), July 23

A three-member Bhutanese delegation
led by Mohan Tamang, convener of
Indo-Bhutan Friendship Society at-
tended Peoples’ SAARC in Colombo,
Sri Lankain the mid of the month.

The people of south Asian countries
representing different cross-sections
converged in huge number to presstheir
demandsfor greater freedom, democracy
and good governance, food sovereignty,
gender rights, peace and justice.

Addressing themeet, Tamang stressed
on the freedom of people and inclusive
democracy in Bhutan. Hereiterated that
India has geographical compulsion to
intervenein resolving the prolongedim-
passe.

“Bhutan must accommodatethevoice
of 20 percent of people if she wants to
enter into the club of democracies” he
said, adding- “Democracy is not a pri-
vate property that king has to grant to
the peopl e and the sustained democracy
has to devel op within and from bottom
up.”

Tamang a so called upon international
communities and the host countries to
respect rights of exiled Bhutanesetore-
turn and simultaneously press Bhutan
to expedite the repatriation process.

Tamang appea ed the Bhutanese over-
seas to maintain their identity and keep
their struggleimmateria wherever they
stay.

Likewise, RadhaAdhikari of Institute
of Gender and Legal Equality stressed
on the gender violence and continued
denial of rights to women in Bhutan.
Shed so suggested Bhutaneseleadersto
include women representatives in all

decision making processes.
Contd. Page-4
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| Analysis

India’s Stance

Once again the exiled Bhutanese
issue is overshadowed by political
lordsin New Delhi. Thisis because
the 42-member delegation from
Bhutan led by Prime Minister Jigmi
Y. Thinley returned home, after offi-
cial visit to India, even without dis-
cussing a single word regarding the
protracted crisis.

Thetactical plan of New Delhi and
Thimphu to see exiled Bhutanese
getting assimilated in third coun-
tries is gradually working. Or €ese,
these concer ned gover nments would
have discussed the issue during the
meet. Exiled Bhutanese do not ex-
pect that the latter would show in-
terest in discussing the issue with
the former but it was the responsi-
bility of India to draw Bhutans at-
tention towards expediting the re-
patriation process since she is re-
garded as one of the biggest democ-
racies of the world.

Exiled Bhutanese and their well-
wishers had expected that this time
India would open its mouth but it
went exactly opposite thereby leav-
ing enough space to question on her
so-called democratic values in the
South Asia region. To be fair, India
cannot continue keeping absolute
Druk regime under its armpits cit-
ing that the exiled Bhutanese issue
is a bilateral deal between Nepal
and Bhutan. Now exiled Bhutanese
want to question the stakeholders
in New Delhi why it had inhumanly
dumped Bhutanese people at the
Indo-Nepal border loading them in
trucks during early 1990s. And, why
she restricts them from returning to
hometown, Bhutan via the same
route. Was that her strategy to re-
main sidelined from theissue? Does
she simply want to see these people
getting assimilated in third coun-
tries? Thisisnt a fair and impartial
initiativeif India really claimsto be
one of the biggest democracies of
the world.

It should not be forgotten here
that the more India tries to remain
out of the scenein thisissue, thefur-
ther complication it generates.
Thimphu is never going to accept
‘refugees’ languishing in Nepal as
its citizens unless New Delhi speaks.
India is left with no option than to
press the Druk regime for expedit-
ing the repatriation process after
resolving all sorts of political flux
inside Bhutan.

By Hasta Bhattarai

Question of Deleating Miserable Life

Existentialism says humans are free
and responsiblefor their own actionsin
aworld without meaning. But it hasbeen
agreat failurein case of the peopleliving
inthe Bhutanese refugee camps. What a
mystery it is! We never know what we
will bereaping asafruit of our toil. What
we had as our dreams when we were
settled in the camps 17 years ago no
longer remain even as dreamiest today.
It istrue that we have to expect the un-
expected. We never thought that we
would be in a state of such miserable
plight with respect to our hopes, aspi-
ration and ambition. At the moment, we
are no more than debris. But we should
never give up hopes. Debris may prove
to be good nourishment for the health
growth of plant. We must be able to
adapt with any sort of situation that
entangles us. We should always survive
the ray of hope. That isthe only way to
positivism and easy going. According to
Eliot, the only way of expressing emo-
tionsis by finding objective correlative
of emotion. Objective correlativesare a
set of objects, a situation or chain of
eventswhich shall betheformulaof that
particular emotion. We are compelled to
hold the stick of our well-wishers for
our rescue, in particular not to leave the
right track beforeit istoo late.

Hence, at this critical moment | take
it wiser to echo with Anatole France
who says that man’s prudent who nei-
ther hopes for fears anything from the
uncertain events of the future. Further-
more, amaterial thingissimply initself
but human is for himself. So we must
try to live as a human with the fulfill-
ment of at least the basic needs.

It is natural that every one of us
with evident pride says that | be-
long to this country, | am going to
be that personality and | am going
to hold that material gain. Being born
and brought up in a given country
it’s our moral duty to be patriotic,
committed and loyal towards our
nation. But there are unpredicted cir-
cumstances that we have to face
knowingly or unknowingly. We may
be prepared or may not be for the
cause of our nation, our pride. No
man ever gives up his strength to
belonging to one’s nation. He may
be displaced by ruthless power hold-
ersin the course of history but that
never defeats him. | believe agenu-
ine patriot even reincarnates from
the ashes like phoenix. Darwinian
ideology stresses struggle for exist-
ence and survival of the fittest.

Of course, every one of us tried our
best to contributefor the cause of south-
ern Bhutanese but we were destined to
be evicted as destitute by the dictatorial
power holderswho never had the knowl-
edge of sightsand privileges of the citi-
zens. Our voice of truth, the message of
god for humanity remained unheard. In-
stead we are forced to undergo bitter
and inhumane lifein the refugee camps
in Nepa. Today it seems that the god
had seen our plight, sacrificial penance
for the salvation of our souls. It’s cer-
tain that the people languishing in the
campshaving requisites below the basic
requirementsfor human existencearein
an ambivalent state. Despotic regime
might have taken that evicted peopledis-

integrate, perish and deterioratein themis-
erable situation they are in but this,
though ismy personal opinion, isanim-
maturelogic.

Languishing in thecampsfor at least a
couple of decades in a plightless situa-
tion has made the people take any hu-
manitarian aid at their reach for the better
further prospect. And one of such aidsis
the opportunity for the people to opt for
third country resettlement. Not to an ex-
ception, | have aso taken this opportu-
nity in my favor. | have never prepared
myself to give up my struggle for return-
ing home with dignity and honor. 1, in
person, participated in many of the pro-
grams for repatriation led by political
leaders in exile. Despite our active and
repeated involvement in this respect, we
failedin our attemptsdueto Indianinter-
vention. At this desperate dispersion, |
feel | made wise decision to get resettled
intheforeignland.

Ontheday | filled up the resettlement
interest form, | was saddened and shat-
tered by the sense of didlocation and loss
of identity and unity. But | was destined
to master courage to show readiness for
the resettlement program. | wasforced to
give up everything that | had at hand. |
had to give up my job, my studies, friends,
relatives and even family members. | am
happy to abandon all my possessions
for abroad resettlement. It should not be
misread here that | opted resettlement
just for pleasure but | had no often to be
the substitute to support my existence
as ahuman being. As like those already
resettled, | am leaving for abroad for my
better future prospect with aheavy heart.
| strongly believe that going abroad at
any cost does not dismantle our ambition
and passion for return to hometown,
Bhutan. | suppose we will have better
living standard out thereleading to better
thoughtsand actions. Of coursg, itisenig-
matically shocking to leave our station
for an unknown destination.

Itispainful toleaveadll our closerela
tivesbehind but in the globalized context
onecan easily get connected with the other
one provided that they are spiritually and
ideologically bound to fight for dignified
return to Bhutan. One day or the other
we may stay abroad until the day we are
fully equipped materially and intellectu-
aly to combat with the ruthless regime
that aborted usfor its pleasure. Livingin
the poor condition in the campsfor eter-
nity, we won’t gain any degree of mo-
mentum to strengthen ourselves in any
ground.

In the host country, our survival is
questionable in any sense. We have
no right for secured life, liberty and
pursuit of hopelessness. Where ever
wego out our ‘refugeetag’ invitesill
fate. We may be exploited, ill-treated
or segregated on the ground of refu-
gee tag. This harassment has psy-
chologically weakened, paralyzed
and discouraged our existence as
normal human beings. No doubt we
are not less competent in any sense
with the natives of our host country.
This simply discourages, reifies and
makes us fedl always asfailures.

In my opinion at this wretched junc-
ture, taking option for third country re-
settlement at the cost of any lossthat we
are bound to bear may not prove us to
treacherous traitor who betray his coun-

trymeninstead it may add vigor, zeal and
new but better perspectivein our attempt
tofight for returning home. | do not think
having settled outside with enjoyment of
better privilegesonecanforget one’scoun-
try where he/she was born and brought
up. Instead, our scattered resettlement in
variousparts of theforeign land may give
Us easy accessto raise our pathetic voice
to theworld communitiesinspiring them
for their immediate helping hands to-
wards the solution.

Inthisregard, | think it is reason-
able for any opposition groups to
stop their protest against the people
going abroad. Going abroad may
breed better minds. This may be of
great help for the country and our
suppressed, subdued and discarded
brothers and sisters residing in
southern Bhutan expecting great help
from us. Our mission should not be
other than emancipating our siblings
from prolonged slavery, exploitation
and discrimination. And it has been
crystal clear that quarrel and enmity
among ourselves besides our joint
effort for our safe return home in the
camps and aways a failure. We also
have excess skilled people in the
camps who are ever unemployed.
Thiswill breed frustration, despera-
tion and self-degeneration. On the
other hand, if they can be given way
to foreign resettlement, they not only
raisetheir living standard but also do
something not only for the country
but also for the whole humanity.

Though we live in miserable camps,
we may be having scientists, artists and
scholars who can contribute something
for world provided that they are given
better opportunities. We must try our
hands at any privileges that come to our
reach rather than debating and opposing
each other.

To conclude, every individual must
have utmost freedom to choose higher
option with dignity and honor. Neither
the supporting agencies should be biasto
give priority to the only option that adds
certain gain to them nor should those
opting for it take their pace with the
drunkenness of jeal ousy, greed and illogi-
cal conclusion. Our choice must not in-
tervene any one’s rights and privileges
but should guarantee peace, prosperity
and safety to the concerned.

(Bhattarai, a Master s degree
holder in English literature, contrib-
uted this write-up before leaving to
the US under resettlement program
and opinion expressed in this piece
is solely that of the author)

“Where ever we
go out our ‘refu-
geetag’ invitesill
fate. We may be

exploited, ill-
treated or segre-
gated on the
ground of refugee
tag.”
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In Memory of Him...

By T. P. Mishra

I even found difficult to control myself since the
eyeswere almost filled with tears and hands shak-
ing when one of my relatives, Govinda Acharya,
informed me over telephonethat ‘HE’ had already
passed away. | wondered how accurate my rela-
tive makes a prediction. This is because my rela-
tive, who wasjust back to Kathmandu from Jhapa,
informed me that Hom Nath Dahal of Beldangi-I1,
A2 (a close neighbor friend of mine since years)
was severely sick and was struggling with death.
My relative was responding to my query if there
was anything new in and around my sector in
camp.

Just within a couple of days of information re-
garding his struggling life, | was socked to hear
that Hom Nath, who had just suffered from viral
meningitis, took his last breathe on July 21. | re-
ally cursed the GOD and interrogated if death
was the last solution on Hom Nath's part. Thisis
because he was too young having dynamic char-
acteristics and one of the most friendly within the
colleagues circle. Besides, his dream to make a
better future prospect by getting resettled in the
United Sates (US) could not hit the stand of real-
ity since he passed away before boarding thefligh
at Bhadrapur Airport to Kathmandu schedul
on July 18 to leave for the US.

Despite several attempts| failed to trace out when w
thelast moment that | met with HomNath but the days
spent together, particularly during the examina-
tion preparation hours for School Leaving Cer-
tificate (SLC) in 2059 will ever be stored in
fresh memories. Snce then, one way or the other
we were physically away from one another s fre-
guent-touch. But, | had never missed the opportu-
nities to meet him or inquire about him at his hut,
when he used to be away from camps, during
stay/visits in camps each time.

Enriched with multiple interesting and friendl
characteristics, HomNath was never foundin des-
perate mood during his short-term stay on thi
beautiful earth. | really remain indebted upon all
sorts of help he had rendered to me during our
friendship.

| also regret for being unableto pay himmy |
tribute but hopefully Hom Nath, though physicall
no moreinthisworld, certainly deservesmy prayer
for the eternal peace in heaven along with a bi
BHUTANESE-CULTURED-SALUTE! | really mi
you HOM NATH!

Exhibition completes

TBR/Yadhap Neopane
Beldangi, July 16

A four-day photo and video exhibition’ on HIV/AIDS
with the theme ‘Sexual Gender based Violence’ com-
pleted on July 18 in Beldangi camp.

Primary Health Care Project (PHP) under AMDA
Nepal, which launched the exhibition, said anumber of
photos related to discrimination against domestic vio-
lencewere displaced while some awareness creating vid-
eoswere also screened on the exhibition.

Support urged

An exiled Bhutanese suffering from acute heart dis-
ease hasapped ed for financial support to undergo heart
operation at the Kathmandu-based Sahid Gangalal Heart
Centre.

ChandraMayaBista, 40, of Beldangi-I1 under Sector
F/1, Hut number 32, who isnow admitted at the Centre,
said she has so far collected a sum amounting to one
hundred fifty thousands. Her operation is possible with
sum amounting to two hundred fifty thousands Nepalese
currencies. TBR

PM Faces Media

Bhutan News Service
Thimphu, July 27

ThePrime Minister Jigmi Y Thinley hascriticized
the media for not understanding the reasons behind
the proposal for state funding of the two political
parties during the NA session, and for not writing in
favor of it.

PM was responding to media at his office in
Thimphu on July 24 regarding the state funding of
political parties, recruiting resigned civil servants,
MPs being abroad instead of visiting their constitu-
enciesthat were hit by windstormsin May, and join-
ing WTO.

The PM told journalists that his party DPT was
in comfortable situation and there was no need of
state funds. “PDP was desperate and why pay for a
party that was dying? Did you ever try to find out
why the government was in favor of it?’ he said,
adding that the PDP’s secretary and finance officer
came to the party office and then he had asked them
to write to him officialy.

The Bhutan Reporter/July 2008

Bhutan to receive
India’s credit
facility

Bhutan News Service

New Ddhi, July 27

India has decided to grand a sum of Rs 400 croreto
Bhutan to help meet the shortage of Indian currency in
the country.

The commitment was made during Prime Minister
JigmeY Thinley’s recent four-day visit to India

As of now, the Roya Monetary Authority (RMA),
the country’s central bank, has managed the shortage
by borrowing from the State Bank of India (SBI) at an
interest rate of 10 per cent.

With more than 80 per cent of Bhutan’s trade with
India alone, the demand for Indian rupee has been
steadily rising within the country in tandem with grow-
ing disposableincomes and increasing imports.

Election Bill adopted

Bhutan News Service
Thimphu, July 27

Thejoint sitting of parliament with 21 parliamentar-
ians voting against the move on July 26, adopted the
Election Bill of Bhutan.

While the house required 47 votes to win the two-
third magjority, as demanded by section 4 of Article 13
of the Constitution, only two votes had saved the par-
liament from declining the much-debated hill.

Out of 70 MPs in the parliament, excluding the
speaker and one absentee, only 48 voted in favor while
21 were against the move. The two houses had dis-
cussed the bill about four times.

Members of the national council discussed the bill
from June 18 to July 7 and forwarded it to the national
assembly on July 8 with a number of amendments.
Thebill wasthen deliberated on by the national assem-
bly from July 9 to 16 and sent back to the national
council on July 21, from where it once again returned
to the assembly with further changes.

Membersof the parliament had claimed that the elec-
tronic voting inappropriate, as the procedure encour-
aged outcomesthat contradicted previousdiscussions.

Int’l Coverage on

Observers said that the result was an indication that
most members were not happy with the resolutions.

Having made only minor amendmentsduring thefirst
sSitting, observers said they expected parliament to make
drastic changes during the joint sitting. Many also said
the session was unnecessarily prolonged, which would
makeit difficult for thetwo housesto complete the task
during the scheduled two days joint sitting.

After adopting the Election Bill on Saturday, the par-
liament discussed theNationa Council Bill, whichwould
be adopted on Monday, followed by the Parliamentar-
ian Entitlement Bill.

SAARC.....

In an appedl sent to the Nepalese PM, HUROB
said that it was wrong on the part of the Nepal gov-
ernment to agree for resettlement without bilateral
talks between Bhutan and Nepal being abandoned.
HUROB has also stated that the resettlement is
against the mgjority of the exiled Bhutanese who till
hold strong conviction on their rights to return to
own homeland.

Bhutanese issues

&oing Home or Abroad:

Thirty-eight-year-old Krishna Prasad Sharma, who
has been living in Nepal as a Bhutanese refugee since
1991, is excited that his family will soon find a new
homein adevel oped country under aresettlement pro-
gram. But hisold father Ram Prasad Sharmais not.

Sharma’sfamily, livingin makeshift huts at Goldhap
refugee camp, some 320 km east of Nepali capital
Kathmandu, is one among more than 7,800 Bhutanese
refugees families residing in seven different camps of
Jhapa and Morang districts in eastern Nepal.

Some 105,000 Bhutanese refugees have been living
in seven campsin eastern Nepa for the last 17 years.
Bilateral talksbetween Nepal and Bhutan— 15 rounds
of them — failed to yield any results so far.

Since the beginning of this year, the third-country
resettlement of the refugeesin north America, Europe,
Australiaand New Zealand has started.

“My lifeintherefugeecampislikeahell. | haveno
job and earnings,” said Krishna, whose application for
third country resettlement isin process.

“We waited for so many years but Bhutan is not
ready to accept us. | don’t want my children to suffer
like us,” said the father of two sons.

The refugees entered Nepal via bordering towns of
Indiaduring late 1980sand early 1990s after Bhutanese
government carried out ethnic cleansing against people
of Nepali origin.

For the last 17 years, the Bhutanese refugees have
been living in Nepal with the support from United

Question For Reiugees

Nations food and shelter program.

The Nepal-Bhutan talks began in 2003 and in 2007
theNepali government gavethegreen light for therefu-
geesto resettle abroad.

Krishna Sharma said he planned to work and strive
for agood living for hiswife and children in aforeign
land.

“l will work hard and educate my two kids so that
they can live ahappy life,” he added.

According to the office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Nepal, seven
western governments— the United States, the Nether-
lands, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Norway and
Denmark — have offered to resettle nearly 90 thousand
refugees.

The United Statessaid it was ready to pick up 60,000
initially, followed by as many as wishing, in the next
five years.

“Until mid-June, 37,988 refugees have applied for
resettlement and 1,186 have been resettled,” UNHCR
Nepal’sexterna assistant Nini Gurung told Xinuhadays
ago.

“We would be sending more and more refugees in
coming months,” she added.

Meanwhile, Bhutanese refugee resettlement program
hasbrought abig division among the refugeeslivingin-
side the bamboo-and-mud-made huts.

Source: Xinhua




ﬁecoming a Journalist

y David Brewer
v

| was honoured when TP Mishra invited me to
write a chapter for this book about journalism and
news. We have never met. Our only contact has been
over theinternet. Our livescouldn’t be more different.
Heisworking, unpaid, as areporter, editor and pub-
lisher in the Bhutanese refugee campsin Nepal, com-
mitted to informing those starved of news. | have a
comfortable lifestyle in the UK thanks to a career in
journalism.

When | first read the email asking me to write the
introduction chapter “becauseyou are an experienced
journalist and mediaactivist,” it made methink.

If length of service equalsexperience, then | guessl
qualify as an experienced journalist. | started asare-
porter at my home town newspaper in the 70s, moved
to radio, became a TV correspondent and then a po-
litical editor, before moving to online journalism. |
haveworked asajourndist and manager in print, broad-
cast and online. However, asfar ascertificates go, my
walls are bare. | passed afew basic exams for short-
hand, typing and the essential law for journalists more
than 30 years ago, but that’s it.

I’d never thought of myself as a media activist. |
have always considered an activist to be someonewho
pushesacause without aiming to reflect an alternative
view point. If that isthe case, and if an activist makes
no attempt to remain objective and impartial, how can
they also beajournalist? Thereisadanger in becom-
ing emotionally and politically involved in any issue.
It can warp our reporting to the point where it could
be damaging in terms of informing the public debate.

So, from my western perspective, | have never con-
sidered myself to be a media activist, but | think |
understand what TP Mishrais referring to.

For the last eight years | have been working with
journalists in transition and post-conflict countries,
and countries where freedom of expression is under
thresat. | have beentrying to help them establish strong,
independent, high quality mediaorganisations. Inthose
conditions, | can seetheterm activismbeingusedina
different way by those who don’t enjoy the levels of
freedom of expression that | enjoy in the West. How-
ever, it still raisesthe question of whether ajournalist
can be an activist for freedom of expression and still
remain objective and impartial .

Perhapsthe phrase media activist reflectsthereali-
ties of what journalistsin the mgjority world face day
to day. | come from a society where journalists are
taken out and wined and dined by the powerful and
influential, whereas many journalists in the majority
world are simply taken out with bullets and bombs. In
that atmosphere it is understandable to come across
journalists who view themselves as activists.

However, if ajournalist’srole isto seek out truth,
reflect the voices and opinions of those who don’t
usually have a say, and to represent the whole audi-
ence regardless of race, religion, political &ffiliation
and socia status, then perhaps ajournaist is, essen-
tially, an activist for freedom of expression.
Journalism basics

To make surethereisno confusion here, we need to
examine what it meansto be ajournalist. One dictio-
nary definition of journalismis ‘the profession of writ-
ing for newspapers, magazines, radio, TV and online’.
However, | would argue that journalism, without

clearly-defined journdlistic ethics, can easily deteriorate
into public relations (PR). In my view public relations
can be for political or business gain, or activism for a
cause, other than freedom of expression. None of those
categoriesqualifies, in my view, asreal journalism.

Journalism has to be accurate. It is all about clear,
irrefutablefactsthat aretested and well set out. Journal-
ism & so needsto bewell-sourced. All evidence must be
checked and verified. All elements of the story need to
be thoroughly tested to ensure that they are not mis-
leading and that they don’t magnify one side at the ex-
pense of another.

We should use clear, precise wording to tell the story
and avoid comment and opinion that could add confu-
sion. We need to be open about what we know, what we
think we know and what we don’t know. Rumour and
unfounded speculation should never be used. If thejour-
nalist feels that the fact that rumours are circulating is
important to the story, then they need to make it clear
that they are unfounded rumours, where they are com-
ing from and where they are being circulated. Asarule
they should not be used.

Journalism needsto beimpartial, objective, balanced
and fair. We must write and broadcast to inform the
wholeaudienceregardlessof religion, race, politica per-
suasion, sexual orientation and financial status. We need
to be fair and open-minded and reflect all significant
opinionsasweexplore awide range of disparateviews.

If we decide not to use some views, we need to be
clear why. We need to ask ourselves why we are omit-
ting some information or views and including others.
What effect does that have on the piece? Does it help
clarify issues, or does it confuse? If it confuses, what
could be the consegquences of that confusionand whois
likely to gain from that?

Most important of all, we need to ensure that those
consuming our journalism can do so knowing that it is
not influenced by political, business, or persona gain.
We need to be honest with ourselves about our motives
and reasonsfor covering astory. Thekey isto ask search-
ing questions to al sides, particularly those who hold
public office, and, in doing so, provide the basis for a
hedlthy and robust public debate. All journalists will
have their own political points of view, but these must
never creep into our journalism and they must not have
any bearing on the choice of storieswe cover or theway
we cover them.

Early lessons

On my first day as a local newspaper reporter, the
editor took me aside and told me what was expected of
me. What he said to me has stuck with me throughout
my lifeasajournalist.

“It’s al about who, what, where, when, why and
how, just give me verified and sourced facts. | want
reports that are written in crisp, clean English. | don’t
want waffle. | don’t want padding. | want sentences
with a subject, verb and object. | want facts, facts and
more facts. | don’t want your comment or opinions;
your views don’t matter. Just go out there and get me
facts— and be quick about it.”

| have always tried to follow that code over the past
30 years, mostly with some success, but al so with some
spectacular failures.

(Brewer, a media strategy consultant and al so Editor
for the online version of the UK-based Media Helping
Media contributed thiswrite-up for a book under writ-

ten by the Editor of TBR). .
To be continued .....

Delegates.....

The program has garnered significant solidarity and
interest in the struggle for democracy and human rights
in Bhutan.

On behalf of the Bhutanese delegates, Tamang ex-
pressed gratitude to the host organizer and representa-
tivesfromall other participating countriesfor their con-
tinuous support to raise Bhutanese apathy.

The Peoples SAARC issregular annual event orga-
nized by the people of South Asian countries to voice
peoples’ concern just prior to official SAARC summit.

BNS.....

Similarly, the meeting also decided to launch separate
online sites for The Bhutan Reporter, monthly and ra-
dio programs soon.

A press statement issued by the Board of Directors
after the meeting said their fight for the establishment
of free mediain Bhutan continues. “We apped exiled
Bhutanese, aid-agencies, Bhutanese organizations and
well-wishers to extend possible support for existence
of free mediain Bhutan”, reads the statement.

Special Correspondent: Jeetan Subba, Bel-I: Ganga R. Kalikotey, Bel-II: Pabi Maya Rai, Bel-III:
Yadhap Neopane, Sanischare: Hema Dhungana, K/bari: Ganga R. Adhikari, Goldhap: Tika Ram Lamitare,
Birtamode/Bhadrapur: Tribikram Adhikari, Biratnagar: Devi Pokhrel, Dharan: T. N. Mishra, Foreign

Correspondents: Dhanapati Acharya/P.P. Siwakoti (India), Sangay Oendray/Nandu Sharma (Bhutan),
Kazi Gautam/Yam Kharel (US), Devika Adhikari (Australia)

Reiugees Forceiully

Removed In South Airica

Hundreds of desperate refugees, earlier victimized
by the xenophobic attack, who had camped by a busy
Johannesburg road for days were arrested and others
forced to evacuate their tent camp by armed South
African police on July 28.

According to reports, the migrants, most of them
coming from Congo and Burundi, had camped by the
roadside to emphasize their mistrust of the South Afri-
can government and disgust at they way they are being
treated.

They were among thousandswho fled their homesin
the South African city as a result of xenophobic vio-
lence, which erupted in May and June.

They were thus housed in atent camp for displaced,
but reportedly refused to register with government of-
ficials, apparently fearing that this might jeopardize
their right to stay in South Africa. Some are said to have
held out for the UN to resettle them abroad as they
were afraid to return to communities they fled during
violence.

Reports show that the government lost patience | ast
week and moved them to the Lindela camp run by the
Department of HomeAffairs, which detainsillegal im-
migrants before they are deported.

More than 400 foreignersrefused to go into the cen-
tre, astheir documents were in order, and instead they
camped out by a freeway. South African authorities
reportedly said they had no power to deport refugees
and immigrants with valid papers, but could however
not let them camp out by the side of the road.

South African media said yesterday that six armored
police trucks had removed women and children to a
family care centre and took the men to police stations.
They added the “roadside refugees” offered no resis-
tance and were visibly exhausted.

Mediareportsfurther said, “officialsof the UN High
Commissioner for Refugeeswere at the siteregistering
asylum seekers and refugees who wanted to return to
their home countries.”

Morethan 60 peopledied inthe May-Juneviolence,
which erupted from Johannesburg to Cape Town out
of anger that migrantsweretaking scarcejobsand hous-
ing from poor South Africans. At the height of the cri-
sis, 20,000 people were confined to government tent
camps.

Loca government official Jorrie Jordaan said refu-
gees might be charged with a road traffic offence, of
allegedly occupying land by the roadside, endangering
traffic aswell asendangering their own lives, according
to local media. While male refugees faced traffic law
charges, women and children were moved to the Riet
Family Guidance Centre, a shelter for abused women
and children.

Chief executive of Riet Family Guidance Centre, lvan
Kortje, said about 300 women and children weretaken
there. Krugersdorp municipality executive manager
Jorrie Jordaan, said hed th conditionsof detained women
and children had deteriorated, after spending four nights
in open next to road.

“It wastotally unacceptablefor children to be spend-
ing nightsin cold,” Mr Jordaan said. Hehowever could
not say what charges the refugees faced, stating that
they could be charged with aroad traffic offence, which
wasillegally occupying land by the roadside, endanger-
ing traffic aswell asendangering their own lives.

Source: Afrol News

BINOCULAR VIEW...

B = By Janadoot &
Oops! Thistimetoo the ‘Binocular’ could not

see New Delhi (ND) speaking in favor of
Bhutanese refugees. The ‘Binocular’ could not
pxactly focused its lens towards

Hark roomin New Delhi but eas-
ly smelt the 42- member
Bhutanese del- egation led by
PM as assuring the ND of ced-

ng further plots of land from southern belt and
consent to it to use hydropower electricity at
ow costs and sell it to innocent Bhutanese at
Expensive rates. Oops! The lens of the ‘Binocu-
ar’ suddenly shut-down.




